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Report to Safer Communities Delivery Group 

	Meeting Date


	2nd Sept 2009

	Subject


	Domestic Abuse Strategy for Calderdale

	Report of


	Derek Benn


	Why is it coming here?

	The Delivery Group were asked at the previous meeting to consider the need to secure funding for key posts/areas of work on the DV agenda. The delivery Group requested a draft DV Strategy for consideration. 



	What are the key points?

	The Domestic Abuse Partnership (DAP) have identified priorities and an action plan for 2009/10. This is currently being developed into a strategy by the DAP, with the broad aim of ensuring victims and their children are supported and perpetrators brought to account. 
Themed DAP  task groups have responsibility for taking forward individual areas of the action plan.  It is recommended that the Safer and Stronger Communities Partnership endorse this strategy and give consideration to commissioning key areas of work.  Themed task groups will also report to Calderdale Children’s Trust and Adult Safeguarding Board as appropriate.



	Contact Officer

	Rachel Pickering ext.3165



Report to Safer Communities Delivery Group 

1.  Background

· DV related crime accounts for 27% of violent crime in Calderdale.
· Most incidents of domestic violence are not reported to the Police and around half of all incidents are repeats. Figures for the first quarter of 2009/10 show  a repeat rate of 16% of high risk cases, ie. those  going to the Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference  (MARAC) for Calderdale.  
· A total of 2361 children were present during domestic violence incidents in Calderdale in 2008/09.  Domestic violence is a major indicator of risk to children and young people – nationally three quarters of children on the at risk register live in households where there is DV. 
· Domestic violence is the biggest cause of homelessness in Calderdale.

A cross government strategy to tackle violence against women and girls will be published in  the autumn and will focus on prevention, provision and protection. This is part of the broader Tackling Violent Crime Action plan. Locally, DV is given priority in the Strategic Assessment Action Plan and there is a target in the Children and Young People’s Plan to reduce the number of children and young people living with DV.
Calderdale recently gained Specialist Domestic Violence Court  (SDVC) status. SDVCs have been shown to improve justice and safety for DV victims. SDVCs contribute to the delivery of NI 32 (repeat DV incidents) and NI 34 (DV homicide). They also contribute to the delivery of PSA 23 (making communities safer) and 24 (delivering a more effective, transparent and responsive CJS for victims and the public). In particular, they can contribute to an increase in public confidence in both the criminal justice system (PSA 24) and local services (NI 140).
The Safer and Stronger Communities Partnership has responsibility for delivering the key components of the SDVC that are outside the remit of criminal justice agencies: Independent Domestic Violence Advisers (IDVAs) , effective links to children’s services, health services and specialist support services.

2. Main issues 
Calderdale DAP have agreed the following priorities and actions  for the Domestic Abuse Strategy:

· Narrowing the gap: improve access to specialist support for  members of BME community and the vulnerable; awareness raising/mythbusting to address tolerance of domestic abuse.

· Perpetrators Pilot: Continue to develop and monitor pilot self referral project with DV perpetrators and YOT project with young people. Seek mainstreaming opportunities.

· Housing /Homelessness: Support for those needing to move as a result of DV.
· Monitor and develop the SDVC: indentify and address gaps via LCJB and CDRP.

· MARAC Development: Roll out of training for partner agencies; develop in line with guidance

· Improve support for children experiencing DV: Schools pilot, improve information on support services to GPs, mainstream funding for Children’s Support Service, improve resources for children in refuges, establish process for Police notifications to IRT, YOT pilot .
· Training: co-ordinate DV training 

· Awareness raising/publicity: Mythbusting event, directory, newsletter, networking events, new directory of services.

· Effective performance information: Snapshot report, ongoing data for monitoring, area based data.
· Link to commissioning groups: SSCP, Vulnerable Adults, Children’s Trust and Health.

3. Consultation

All members of the Domestic Abuse Partnership have been consulted on the strategy and will sign off the final version. This includes: Council CYP Service, Housing, Community Safety,  Police, Women’s Centre, Stonham, Victim Support, Pennine 2k, NHS, Probation.
4. Further action and timescales

Final version to be signed off in Sept. Meanwhile the DAP continue to work towards delivery of the action plan along with SA actions.

5. Conclusions

The Domestic Abuse Strategy is being developed in line with national and local priorities to improve justice and safety for victims of domestic abuse and their children. It is recommended that the Safer and Stronger Communities Delivery Group endorse the strategy and support delivery.
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Calderdale. A great place to be safe
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