Home Office Safer Homes Fund and Neighbourhood Watch Fund: Update
Safer Homes Fund

The Safer Homes Fund is a £6million programme for voluntary and community sector organisations. It aims to improve home security in key target areas. It is aimed at areas that are disproportionately affected by crime and are known to have lower rates of home security. Grants of between £10,000 and £100,000 are available to voluntary and community sector organisations to fund activity including fitting window locks, repairing windows and doors, advising people on using security effectively, and signposting people to further support.
Calderdale’s bid has been submitted as part of a West Yorkshire wide bid by a Leeds based voluntary sector organisation , Community Action and Support Against Crime (CASAC). CASAC have a successful track record of working with Safer Leeds and West Yorkshire Police to deliver effective burglary reduction schemes. The bid has been approved at the first round of the process and confirmation of the outcome of the next round is expected in the next two weeks.

Calderdale’s bid is for £100k for target hardening materials,staff, publicity, admin and management costs. Should the bid be successful, a steering group including the Police, Pennine and the local authority will work closely with CASAC to ensure the work adds value to existing schemes, without duplication. The emphasis of this work will be pro-active preventative measures. Existing target hardening initiatives tend to be in response to Police referrals following a burglary.
Neighbourhood and Home Watch Fund

There will be an additional £500,000 available for Neighbourhood Watch Programmes to receive grants of between £1,000 and £50,000.  The aim of this fund is to support Neighbourhood and Home Watch schemes to reach more people in helping them to secure their homes, warn them about crime in their area and take action to prevent it, and know how to prevent distraction burglary.  They will work closely with Neighbourhood Policing teams to distribute the government’s crime prevention advice and use local meetings and engagement opportunities to provide crime prevention information to the public.
Calderdale’s bid is being led by the Ovenden and Mixenden Initiative. The bid will focus on funding for an officer to develop this work for a limited period, working with partner agencies and community/residents groups to develop and co-ordinate Neighbourhood Watch schemes. The deadline for this bid is 31st July.

If successful, both initiatives have to be complete by March 2010. Both initiatives contribute to NI16, reducing serious acquisitive crime. 
