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	Why is it coming here?

	Update on the role of the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator with the Community Safety Team


	What are the key points?

	Background to funding and outline of role.


	Contact Officer

	


Report to Older People’s Partnership Delivery Group
1.  Background

The Ovenden and Mixenden Initiative were successful in bidding for funding under the Home Office Neighbourhood Watch Fund. K Was allocated to the Initaitve  to appoint a Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator whose role is to work with existing Neighbourhood Watch groups and to set up new groups on a Calderdale wide basis. The post holder is based with the Community Safety Team and is seconded from Pennine housing for 6 months.The funding is to be spent by March 2010 and consideration is needed as to sustainability of this post. In the short time since coming into post, the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator has successfully set up 5 new Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and has many more in the pipeline.
2. Main issues 
· A Neighbourhood Watch is made up of small groups of volunteer residents who care about what happens in their area. They have links with their Neighbourhood Policing Teams and will take responsibility for reporting environmental and crime issues to relevant organisations such as the police or Calderdale Council. 
· The Co-ordinator  may work with an existing group who wants to do a bit more or with a  couple of houses on a street wanting to  make a difference. 

· The bid for this post was submitted because a gap has been identified in the support available locally for Neighbourhood Watch. There is a need to provide support for meetings, signposting to other services and development of a network of groups.

· Neighbourhood Watch is an opportunity for residents to have a say in what is done to tackle crime and ASB in their area and therefore addresses corporate priorities on building confidence and satisfaction. It also provides an opportunity for people to influence decision making in their locality.The post holder will be ideally placed to make good links with the council’s Community Development Team, Community Wardens and ASB Team. 
3. Further action and timescales
The funding for the post ends in March 2010.  A report outlining outcomes from the post will be available Feb 2010.
For further information about Neighbourhood Watch or if you are working with an existing group , or an interested individual please ring the Neighborhood Watch Co-ordinator Francesca Hartley 01422 393164 or email via francesca.hartley@calderdale.gov.uk

4. Conclusions
The Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator is working to set up a strong network of Neighbouhood Watch Groups in Calderdale and to improve links between these groups and Partnership Services.
Consideration is needed as to the options for mainstreaming this post beyond March 2010.

Calderdale. A great place to be safe















