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Dear colleague
On behalf of the City of Bradford I am delighted to invite you to a high profile 'Beacon Open Day' on the theme of 'Positive Engagement of older people to promote and support greater independence and wellbeing in later life'. The event is being held on Friday 16th October 2009 in Bradford and will mark the start of the city's Beacon year programme of events aimed at sharing the good practice around its work on engaging with older people. On March 3rd 2009, the Rt Hon Rosie Winterton MP presented a national Beacon award to the City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council under this theme.
The City of Bradford has developed a culture of sharing and delivering, with older people and partners working together. Older people are leaders in their own right and inform and influence both the strategic direction and service delivery. Bradford has a wide range of engagement and involvement of older people which addresses the diversity of the area. 
'SHARING BEACON SUCCESS'
'BEACON OPEN DAY' - PROGRAMME OUTLINE
SPEAKERS
Key Note Speaker  - To be announced in September
· How the work being done in Bradford with older people fits into the national picture of how we are all preparing for an ageing society  - for example through the launch of the recent Government Strategy 'Building a Society for All Ages' 

· How important it is for older people to have their say, whether at council or at government level, on how their services are run and delivered. 

· How Bradford and its older people fit into the work being done at a regional level 

Moira Wilson, Strategic Director of Adult and Community Services, Bradford Metropolitan District Council
· ‘Older People Leading the Way' 
Andrew Jones, Health and Wellbeing Partnerships Manager, Bradford Metropolitan District Council
· From Engagement to Action to Outcomes’ 
 
The Open Day will involve a range of participants including representatives from older people’s forums, policymakers, politicians, representatives from the public and voluntary sector and community organisations with Older people taking a key role within the programme. In addition to our programme of speakers there will be six workshops running twice throughout the day, market stalls highlighting our partnership work and intergenerational performance between school children and older people's groups. 
 

If you would like to attend  the event please save the date in your diary and register your interest by email to alison.porter@bradford.gov.uk 
 

If you cannot attend, but would like to be kept up to date with other events throughout the Beacon year please contact Alison Porter, Beacon Co-ordinator alison.porter@bradford.gov.uk for more information.
 

I very much hope that you are able to attend what promises to be a fascinating event.

Yours sincerely
Moira Wilson
Strategic Director, Adult and Community Services
