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Calderdale Forward Economy and Enterprise Delivery Partnership
Date Of Meeting: 15th May 2008
Subject: Sub-National Review Consultation
1. Issue


1.1 To provide a brief overview of the consultation paper published by Government on the Sub National Review. It was agreed by City-region Leaders that a joint response will be prepared for discussion at the AGM on June 12th. Calderdale Forward can prepare a response which will contribute to the City-Region response
2. Key Facts

2.1 The Sub National Review of Economic Development and Regeneration (SNR) was published in July 2007 in order to introduce proposals for the devolution of powers and funding to a revised set of sub national structures, including city-regions and local authorities.
2.2 The City-Region Leaders Board responded to the SNR in October, welcoming the opportunity to work with Government to deliver the devolutionary agenda established by its proposals.
2.3 However, the SNR did not include much detail as to how this devolution would take place, with the particulars being left to further proposals and legislation to follow the SNR’s original publication, including a consultation on the SNR.

3. Actions/Decisions Required

3.1 Economy and Enterprise Delivery Partnership is asked to discuss the contents of the report and to comment thereon. 
Consultees

3.2 N/A


4. Background

4.1 On 31 March, the Government published the consultation document, Prosperous places: taking forward the Review of Sub National Economic Development and Regeneration.  The consultation will run until 20 June.  

4.2 The consultation document reaffirms broad support for devolution of powers and funding to local authorities and sub/city-regions.  However, the document offers relatively little in the way of additional detail.  Instead, the Government suggests that much of the detail will be up to the regions and local authorities themselves to determine.


5. Information

5.1 Changes to Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) and Integrated Regional Strategies (IRSs)

5.1.1 Reaffirms the RDA as a strategic body, to commission partners to deliver outcomes and delegate powers and funding where appropriate.

5.1.2 Broad guidelines for IRS included, including indication that local authorities should be involved over the full life cycle of its development 

5.1.3 All regions will set economic and housing growth targets
5.1.4 Second round of Regional Funding Allocations (RFAs) to include further transport initiatives, European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and housing/regeneration programmes—to begin summer 2008

5.2 Local authority engagement

5.2.1 Local authority engagement of the RDA and IRS process through leaders’ forums, but again detail of such forums left to local authorities in each region.

5.2.2 Government will intervene where no consensus on the format for such forum

5.3 Consultation on local authority economic assessment duty

5.3.1 Local economic assessment duty consultation included, but to possibly involve sub-regional collaboration where appropriate.  

5.3.2 Three options offered—(1) duty for local economic assessment with statutory guidance and duty for partners to cooperate with providing information, (2) duty for local economic assessment without statutory guidance, (3) no duty 
5.3.3 Audit Commission will take account of the effectiveness of the local economic assessments as part of the evidence base of the new Comprehensive Area Assessments (CAAs).  

5.3.4 Indication that these assessments could be used to provide basis for delegation, opening possibility that they are used to “bid” for powers and funding

5.4 Sub-regions, Multi-Area Agreements (MAAs) and Integrated Transport Authorities (ITAs)

5.4.1 Reaffirms commitment to Multi-area Agreements (MAAs)

5.4.2 Reaffirms Local Transport Bill’s commitment to allow revision of Passenger Transport Authority (PTA) boundaries to introduction of Integrated Transport Authorities (ITAs), but no further details offered

5.4.3 Offers consideration of whether to devolve Secretary of State for Transport powers of consent in Sub National projects like trams, guided busways, etc. 

5.4.4 Suggests consideration of whether to introduce duty to cooperate and compliance to local performance management framework to MAAs in statutory sub-regions. 
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