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Calderdale Summer University 2009: 
Leeds Metropolitan University
Over the summer months, the Regional University Network is running various events as part of the Calderdale Summer University; an initiative taken from a highly successful community development programme in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets and transported to the Pennine region of Calderdale. 

The Summer University provides young people with the opportunity to access free higher education taster sessions in a wide range of subject areas including performance arts, health and social care, animation, web design and sport. Leeds Met’s success in achieving the UK Centre for Coaching Excellence means that it will lead the way in the delivery of workshops focusing on sports coaching, nutrition, sports therapy and business in the context of sport.

On Monday 3 and Tuesday 4 August, Dave Bunting MBE and Carnegie Great Outdoors set challenges and activities for 25 young people to work together and develop their team skills. The activities included archery, abseiling and canoeing as well as the opportunity to hear from Dave Bunting on his 2006 expedition to Mount Everest, via the formidable West Ridge. One Student commented on what they had gained from the experience: “Abseiling because I hadn’t done it before and want to do it again. Canoeing was awesome and meeting new people.”
On Wednesday 5 August, the Get Ahead Team ran a Business Enterprise Challenge in the style of The Apprentice. The challenge involved the invention and advertising of a sports related product. Over 50 participants enjoyed the day working within teams to film an advert, design the packaging and face a boardroom style panel to launch their ideas. The idea of the day was to test creativity, PR and marketing skills, teamwork and business acumen. The panel of judges included Mark Miles, the UK Key Accounts Manager for Asics. One of the students was quoted after the challenge as saying: “Everything was amazing and I have made loads of friends.”
[image: image1.emf]

‘The Apprentice’ at Calderdale Summer University 

On Thursday 13 August the Brazilian Soccer School visited Leeds Met to lead a fun coaching session for 20 young people from Calderdale. The day included a coaching session at Leeds Met’s Headingley campus, followed by a tour of the great facilities at the Headingley Carnegie Stadium. The highlight for many of the students was a visit by Bradford Bulls player, Wayne Godwin. He gave an informative yet relaxed talk allowing eager young people with plenty of opportunity to ask questions. 

Feedback from all events has been exceptional. Both the young people and staff enjoyed the opportunity to learn and develop skills within a new and challenging environment. The idea of going to university has without doubt become more of a reality for many of the young people involved in the Calderdale Summer University.
