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1. Introduction

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update DMT with work undertaken and planned to promote  e-safety to Children and Young People across Calderdale 
2. Background

2.1 In 2007, the DCSF commissioned Dr Byron to identify the need and level of risk to children and young people accessing the e Environment. All of Dr Byron’s recommendations have been adopted by the Government.  

2.2 The DCSF Staying Safe Action Plan (2008) supports the prioritisation of e-safety by pointing out:-

2.2.1 Indicator 1 of the PSA to improve children and young people’s safety is to reduce the percentage of bullying including cyberbullying 

2.2.2 Their consultation indicated that parents greatly underestimate the risks their children face online

2.2.3 The need for continued e-safety training for all professionals with responsibility for children and young people was clear

2.2.4 Their full endorsement of both the Byron review and the work of CEOP, Becta etc.

2.2.5 That the new ICT curriculum at key stage 3 will have a greater emphasis on e-safety from September 2009   

2.3 E-safety fits within a wide strategic context, mainly embedded within child 

protection strategies, such as

· The Children Act 2004, especially Section 11

· Every Child Matters: Change for Children

· Safeguarding Children in Education

· Connecting the UK: The Digital Strategy

· Harnessing Technology: Transforming Learning and Children’s Services 

· Working together to safeguard children 2006

2.4 Both the Byron report and the Staying Safe guidance recommend that children need to be safeguarded from risks associated with ICT. The government agrees with BECTA in accepting and acknowledging this as a child protection issue and not an information technology concern. 
3 National statistics

3.1 The following national statistics demonstrate the need to safeguard children and young people from digital technologies. 

3.1.1 95% of parents didn’t recognise the lingo kids use to let people know that their parents are watching

3.1.2 89% of sexual abuse are made in either chat rooms or instant messages

3.1.3 65% of parents believe that children do things online that they wouldn’t want their parents to know about

3.1.4 4,000,000 children are posting content to the Web everyday

3.1.5 8 out of 10 parents will never know that any inappropriate contact has occurred

3.1.6 19% have actually met face to face with a person they have met on the internet

3.1.7 42% of young people have been cyberbullied

3.1.8 15% of teachers responding to a 2009 survey reported being cyberbullied and 46% reported negative experiences caused by pupils using web 2 technologies
3.1.9 When asked how they responded the last time they were contacted online by a complete stranger, only 3% of online young people said they told an adult or authority figure

3.1.10 71% of children will not report inappropriate internet contact or cyberbullying to their parents because they are afraid of losing internet privileges or their mobile phone

3.1.11 61% of 13-17 year olds have a personal profile on social networking sites

3.1.12 44% of online teens with profiles like Facebook and Myspace have been contacted by a stranger, compared with 16% of those without profiles

3.1.13 45% have been asked for personal information from people they do not know

3.1.14 48% of 12-17 year olds report that their parents know “very little” or “nothing” about their online activities

3.1.15 MySpace deletes 25,000 profiles weekly of users who don’t meet the sites 14 year old minimum age requirement 

3.1.16 62% of young people agreed that there was a growing need to abide more closely with the rules of netiquette
4     The Local Perspective

4.1 In February 2008, Calderdale hosted a high profile internet safety conference ‘Safe Surfin’ with national speakers from CEOP, Childnet, the DCFS and BECTA. This generated considerable interest.

4.2 As part of the eLearning Strategy, training and advisory programmes using CEOP, ThinkUknow and Childnet materials commenced roll out to Calderdale’s young people, parents, teachers and other adult groups. The emphasis of the training is how to develop appropriate behaviours to use digital technologies safely. It does not endorse a primarily ‘blocking or banning’ model.

4.3 Identified key areas of risk within Calderdale

4.3.1 Pupil referral units

4.3.2 Care services, specifically children who are in the looked after system

4.3.3 Libraries

4.3.4 3rd sector youth agencies

4.3.5 Additional services providing internet access 

4.4 Major concerns identified and needing to be addressed locally include 
4.4.1 Self-generated risks

4.4.2 Parent / carer lack of knowledge and inability to provide support

4.4.3 Raising the profile of e-safety in schools and other agencies

4.4.4 Vulnerable children seek escape in www

4.4.5 Certain ICT access points not adequately resourced including limited acceptable use policies or sufficiently trained staff
5 What Local progress has been made

5.1 The eLearning Group, which comprised senior representation from all local authority areas, prioritised e-safety.

5.2 The eLearning Group ratified the need for an E-safety Officer for Calderdale and have successfully secured funding to support the initiative

5.3 Trevor Harris, (PHSE Consultant and CEOP Ambassador trainer) has been appointed as Calderdale’s E-safety Officer

5.4 The Calderdale Safeguarding Children Board

5.4.1 Acknowledges the need to safeguard children and young people from online risks

5.4.2 Recommends and supports the prioritisation of e-safety
5.4.3 Recommends that a multi agency e-safety sub group is convened 
5.4.4 Endorses and approves the appointment of an E-safety Officer as recommended by Becta
5.5 Further milestones so far include 

5.5.1 Development of an E-safety project brief

5.5.2 Delivery of training to over 40 schools and youth organisations in the local authority

5.5.3 Commencement of ambassador training for other selected key staff in Calderdale

5.5.4 Funding secured through joint commitment with ICT 

5.5.5 Launch of Calderdale strategy with national recognition (Conference)

5.5.6 Training requests and presentations to other regions locally and nationally 

6 Next steps

6.1 The inaugural meeting of the multi agency e-safety sub group was 11 December 2008 and now meets every 6 weeks
6.2 This group is presently progressing the following key tasks

6.2.1 Register of internet access locations

6.2.2 Form a consultation group of children and young people from access locations
6.2.3 Develop model / best practice policies

6.2.4 Identify and agree key performance indicators to monitor progress towards meeting  e-safety objectives

6.2.5 Define and implement appropriate training plans / programmes 
6.2.6 Document advice for schools and other establishments who may have to deal with incidents of internet / email. Develop incident report forms. 
6.2.7 Consideration of an annual awareness raising event 
6.2.8 Responses to quickly changing areas of concern, eg..............
6.2.9 Review the membership of the E-safety Sub-group
6.2.10 Establish current training and policy needs in Calderdale 
