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1. Issues 
1.1. For the Children’s Trust to address the current lack of effective Family Bereavement Services in Calderdale.

1.2. For the Children’s Trust to consider how such services can be provided in a comprehensive manner to meet the needs of families following the death of a child.

2. Recommendations
2.1. That the Calderdale Children’s Trust commissions a study which includes:
· A needs analysis of current bereavement/counselling services in Calderdale for families where a child has died.

· Develop proposals for a comprehensive and quality service that will effectively meet the practical and emotional needs of grieving families. 

3. Background
3.1. Since April 2008 every Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) has been statutorily required to have a Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP).

3.2. CDOPs have a multi-agency membership and are accountable to their LSCB. Their primary purpose is to enquire into the death of every child in the respective local authority area to (inter-alia) determine whether the death was:
· Preventable

· Potentially Preventable

· Not Preventable 

and to establish a category of death. Where appropriate a referral to the LSCB Serious Case Review Sub-Group of the LSCB can also be made. 
3.3. A key outcome of the work of a CDOP is to identify any Public Health issues for children, young people and their families. 
3.4. Because of comparatively small child populations in both Calderdale and Kirklees a decision was made for there to be a joint Calderdale and Kirklees Child Death Overview Panel. The Panel became operational on the 1 April 2008 and is currently chaired by Mr Mike Stow, Independent Chair of the Calderdale Safeguarding Children Board (CSCB).

4. Annual Report: Findings and Recommendations
4.1. The CDOP has recently published its first annual report covering the period 1 April 2008 – 31 March 2009.
4.2. It identified that there were 38 reported child deaths in Calderdale during the period in question of which 22 were categorised in relation to death and preventability.

4.3. Of the 22 categorised deaths:
· 19 were not preventable

· 3 were potentially preventable

· 0 were preventable. 

4.4. A key conclusion of the Report concerned bereavement and counselling support to families who had lost children:

“Over the course of the first twelve months of the Child Death Overview Panel process it has become increasingly apparent to the Panel of the level of loss encountered by the parents across both Kirklees and Calderdale. A number of these families have received offers of support from the professionals most closely involved at the time of the death of their child. However, there is no apparent consistency for the availability of support in these extremely distressing circumstances, the implications of which are long term.”

4.5. The CDOP Report recommended:

“In relation to bereavement and counselling support both Safeguarding Boards should consider a review of services available to parents and the surviving children following the death of a child.”

5. Discussion
5.1. It would seem that bereavement and counselling services for families in Calderdale are fragmented, inconsistent and not comprehensively meeting the needs of a very vulnerable group (parents, surviving siblings and extended family).
5.2. In the main, grieving families are left unsupported to cope with the practical and emotional demands of the death of a child; with all of the attendant potentially serious mental health issues consequent to the death of the child. 
5.3. The CDOP and the CSCB in identifying this matter wish to make a strong case for consideration to be given by the Calderdale Children’s Trust on the following matters:

· Recognise and accept the shortfall in the service requirement for an effective bereavement and counselling service.

· Arrange to undertake a scoping and needs analysis of current bereavement/counselling services in Calderdale.
· Develop proposals for a comprehensive and quality service that will effectively meet the needs of grieving families.
6. Conclusions
6.1. Thirty eight children in Calderdale reportedly died during the period 1 April 2008 – 31 March 2009.

6.2. There is a dearth of effective and comprehensive bereavement/counselling services for grieving families who have lost a child and there is a need for urgent action to address this shortfall. 
6.3. The CDOP/CSCB has identified the need for such a service. 

6.4. The Children’s Trust is asked to take this issue forward and report progress to the CSCB by March 2010.
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