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Calderdale Forward Delivery Group
Date of Meeting: 8th April 2009
Subject: Sustainable Community Strategy
1. Reason for Report


1.1 To advise the Delivery Group on progress to date in updating Calderdale’s Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and seek comments on the feedback received so far.
2. Key Issues
2.1 The process for producing the updated SCS is as follows:

· The draft SCS was provided to the Calderdale Forward Board meeting in January for comment on the document itself and the approach to seeking wider feedback.

· It was agreed that the draft SCS be circulated for comment at the end of January to Theme Partnerships, Calderdale Community Forum and Forward4 Business, and that it be placed on the Calderdale Forward website and on Calderdale Engage, Calderdale’s consultation database with stakeholder and public access.

· Partners have been asked to provide feedback on the SCS by 14th April 2009.  
· The Member event on 15th April will provide the Council’s elected Members with a direct opportunity to contribute to the development of the SCS – although written responses from Members have already been sought.

· A revised draft, taking account of feedback received, will be taken to the Board on 22nd April.

· Following Board approval, organisations will have the opportunity to take the SCS back through their internal processes.

· The new SCS, alongside a shortened version using Plain English, will then be published.  


2.2 Appendix 1 is the summary of feedback received so far.  The draft SCS is attached (appendix 2) to this report for ease of reference.  The comments received are grouped together under several themes, which include the vision, omissions and changes, outcomes, language and content, structure and layout.   
3. Conclusions
3.1 The feedback suggests several issues are of particular interest to those that have responded, including:

· The document might benefit from more detail about how the aspirations will be delivered (or alternatively should have greater clarity to explain that it is a visionary rather than action-based document).

· The language should be simplified and jargon-free.

· There should be more content about Calderdale’s economy and sustainable transport planning. 


4. Actions Required
4.1 The SCS will be redrafted following feedback received in preparation for the Board meeting on 22nd April.

5. Recommendations
5.1 That the Delivery Group comment on the draft SCS and on the feedback received so far. 
	For further information on this report, contact:

	Alan Duncan
	LSP & Partnerships Manager

	Telephone:
	01422 392207

	E-mail:
	alan.duncan@calderdale.gov.uk

	

	The documents used in the preparation of this report are:

	Draft SCS

	Summary of SCS responses
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