Item 5

Appendix 1

Summary of Responses to Sustainable Community Strategy 2009 Draft

The Vision

· Agree with the vision, but it is in general terms: the question is how and with what resources it can be delivered
· It is vague and aspirational 
· The wording and presentation of the document doesn’t have a visionary flavour
Omissions or changes
· Try it first to see if and how it will work

· To add: small-scale/ domestic alternatives to generate power

· Add the results of any public/ stakeholder consultation on the previous Sustainable Community Strategy/ other strategies to see how comments have influenced the current draft
· How much this is designed to gather local and resident buy in?

·  Is the document for engaging residents or for the LSP by the LSP? 
· In addition to an attractive environment include reference to the value of the richness of the biodiversity; conserving biodiversity underpins sustainability.   
· There is little private sector involvement in this relationship
Neighbourhood working

· Involving Town & Parish councils would give local people a voice on local issues

Outcomes 
General

· Requires more clarity in descriptions 

· Can all of the ambitions be achieved simultaneously with the resources available?
Equalities and Cohesion, Sustainability and Culture

· Seek town twinning with China 

· This section is full of buzz words, please write in plain English 

Economy and Enterprise:
· Good public transport connectivity would impact on improved attractiveness of Calderdale as a place to live, work and do business
· Suggestion to support financial services staff facing redundancy in developing a local and traditional Mutual society 

Environment

· The recent decrease in local rail services increases car usage
· The section on transport contains little detail: eg congestion targets, need to focus on delivery of bus priority measures 
· Sustainable transport planning and delivery would impact across other outcomes: eg climate change, supporting economic growth, improved security and health, equality of opportunity and quality of life

· Calderdale Council should lead by converting vehicles to electric power
· In order to achieve the stated outcome there needs to be action to mitigate 
the effects of climate change to conserve, restore and enhance wildlife 
habitats and species.   
Safer and Stronger Communities

· the paragraph on the VCS  does not do justice to the local VCS and the vision as laid out in NI7 
· Calderdale Community Forum would like to be involved in the redrafting of this paragraph.
· Even when consulted the public sector still goes ahead and does what suits them. 

Language and content
· It’s hard to read, bureaucratic language; needs plain English

· Simplify the language, avoid jargon 

· The language is generally appropriate, but content brief
· Greater, clearer details needed on how objectives are to be realised and all the related key strategies
· Needs more indication of partners and service areas

· Needs more information about feedback and contact points

· Greater use could be made of diagrams, charts and tables 
Structure and layout
· Contents page would be useful
· Better explanations are required for LAA and LDF

· List all LAA targets with explanation of performance to date: eg Local Transport Plan

· Add appendices of relevant key local/ sub regional strategies

· It is acceptable as a general statement of intention, but implementation, resourcing, prioritising, maintaining impetus and cooperation are also required for success
General comments

· Needs better explanation to demonstrate how SCS can be delivered through related strategies, partnerships and projects

· More clarity is required of how key strategies will be co-ordinated; some are currently under development,  

· Some partners would like to provide input in their areas of expertise

· Frustration amongst VCS and public sector over attending many meetings, but making little difference

