POTENTIAL PRIORITY OUTCOMES FOR CALDERDALE’S FIRST WELLBEING STRATEGY
Please read through the following fifteen outcome summaries and then use the form at the end to indicate your top 5 preferences (1-5).

CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE ARE ACTIVE 

People in Calderdale will benefit from increasing levels of physical activity which will lead to improvements in their physical and mental health.

Children and young people with increased levels of physical activity will develop more healthily and while enjoying play may learn good social skills, such as leadership, teamwork and co-operation.  Exercise can lead to improved concentration in school. 

The positive benefits of improved skills and participation at school can increase self confidence which in turn may reduce anti-social and criminal behaviour. 

As a result of more people being active, more often, there will be improved productivity in the workplace, through fewer sick days and reduced congestion and pollution through active travel. 
People will live longer, healthier lives and this will reduce the costs for health and social care services. 

CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WITH A BALANCED AND DYNAMIC LOCAL ECONOMY

For its income and employment, Calderdale relies on businesses in manufacturing and financial services.  To make sure we have a balanced and dynamic local economy we will need to take action to support existing businesses to stay in Calderdale, but also attract and develop new business and employers, particularly those with the potential for good growth.

With more business, local people will have more job opportunities needing a range of different skills.  A greater variety of jobs will lead to reduced unemployment in both younger people and the areas of Calderdale where it has been high.

Improved employment will increase income in Calderdale, which may be spent in local shops and businesses which in turn will increase growth and employment in this sector.

Additionally, new business in Calderdale will contribute towards council services through their payment of business rates, improving services, particularly for those who are most vulnerable.

Increased confidence about the future will continue to attract new investment into Calderdale, resulting in a more sustainable economy. 


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE FEWER CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 5 LIVE IN, AND ARE BORN INTO, POVERTY.

Children who are born into a family in Calderdale who live in poverty are more likely to end up living in poverty as an adult.  In Calderdale, 21% of children are living in poverty which equates to 9,660 children, of which approaching 5,000 are estimated to be below 5 years of age. 

Living in poverty means that children will not do as well at school, get a job or go into training for a job. There is a greater risk of ill health, substance misuse and domestic violence. 

Reducing the numbers of children living in and born into poverty means there will be fewer babies born with low birth weight and fewer infant deaths under the age of one.  It will also mean that children have better physical and mental health; making them ready for school.  

Families will have more income and claim less welfare benefits. Lone parents will be supported to go back into paid employment.


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE HAS A SENSE OF PRIDE AND BELONGING BASED ON MUTUAL RESPECT 

Compared to other areas in West Yorkshire, fewer people in Calderdale say they feel that people from different backgrounds get on well together.  

Improving relationships within and between different communities so they get on well together and mix easily will help to increase people’s sense of belonging to their neighbourhood and to Calderdale as a whole.  Understanding that we are all different and accepting and respecting differences is a key sign that people within our communities are becoming more confident.  

This is important because if people feel part of their community they are more likely to feel they can influence decisions in their local area and play a part in shaping its future.  This may happen in many ways including; by doing voluntary work for local communities or charities, being school governors, magistrates or councillors.  

This will improve trust in local in statutory agencies like the police and the council and give an increased understanding of the rights and responsibilities for local communities.   

Where people from different backgrounds have similar life opportunities they will develop strong and positive relationships with each other in the workplace, in schools and within neighbourhoods.


CALDERDALE IS A LOW CRIME AREA 

Crime has a negative impact not only on individual victims, but on families, communities, businesses and society, whether its theft, deception, acts of violence, dangerous driving or vandalism to property. 

Reducing crime and maintaining it at a low level will reduce the economic impact of crime for households and businesses.  

There will be positive benefits for communities, improved physical, mental health and general wellbeing.  This will be felt even more in areas which have had higher crime levels.  

Low crime levels will encourage trust in areas making them attractive as places to live in.  This will also have an effect on communities and the businesses that serve them making them more sustainable.  

Where there have been higher crime levels in particular areas, the reduction in crime will give residents more confidence and improve feelings of safety and satisfaction with their local area and local services.  

Low crime levels and increasing confidence in the District will help the economy by encouraging existing employers to stay in Calderdale and by attracting new businesses to the area.   


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE DOMESTIC ABUSE is NOT TOLERATED

Domestic abuse can be physical, psychological, sexual, financial or emotional.

By taking action on domestic abuse and creating a culture where it is unacceptable, there will be fewer people who suffer such violence and abuse. People living with domestic abuse will have greater confidence to report incidents and seek help and support, whether from friends, family or voluntary groups or services such as the police or housing. 

A co-ordinated approach to tackling domestic abuse will reduce the need for victims to have medical treatment or other forms of support.  

Domestic abuse has a massive impact on children and young people.  In every case where there are children in the household, support services are made aware and if necessary become involved with the family. If there are fewer cases the impact on children will reduce, family breakdown will be less likely and health and social services can focus on those who need most support. Children and young people will have the potential to thrive, improve educational attainment and have happier lives.

Through early intervention, education and awareness, children and young people will be taught that domestic abuse is unacceptable in our society and the result may be to prevent them from becoming victims or perpetrators themselves.


CALDERDALE IS AN ENERGY CONSCIOUS Place
Local action is needed to tackle the causes and manage the effects of climate change.  

Due to increasing greenhouse gas emissions in Calderdale, action and a change in how we behave is needed in the next 5 years.  These changes will help to slow down the causes, and help to manage the effects, of climate change. 

As an area which is working to lower its greenhouse gas emissions, residents will be supported to change how they behave and look at what they can do to reduce their carbon footprint. Businesses will take responsibility for reducing their carbon emissions and have the knowledge and skills to do this. 

The result of these changes will mean that household and commercial energy bills will be reduced. There will be health improvements as air pollution is reduced and residents think more about their choice of transport; some of which will provide more health benefits.  

As costs are reduced there will be more money for renewable energy and green technology which will help Calderdale lower its carbon emissions in the future 


Calderdale is a place where people can afford to keep their homes warm

Despite rising heating costs and a large number of properties in Calderdale being difficult to insulate, people will be able to afford to keep warm in their homes during the colder months. 

As a result there will be less cold related illnesses, and those people who are vulnerable, or who have health problems will be less likely to require hospital treatment. There will also be a reduction in deaths from cold related problems. 

Solutions to insulate properties and reduce energy use, particularly in older terraced housing, will be put in place.  These will be affordable and cost effective. Calderdale’s Green House Gas emissions will also be reduced which will have a positive effect on the environment.


Calderdale is A place where older people live fulfilling and independent lives

In years to come there will more over 65’s living in Calderdale.  

Older people will be supported to remain in control of their lives and stay comfortable in their own homes for as long as they want.

Chronic long-term conditions will be managed better at home to prevent people having to be admitted to hospital if their conditions get worse.

Older people will be safer, warmer and more physically and socially active, which will lead to less emergency admissions to hospital and less demand for traditional health and social care services. 

Fewer older people will die in hospital.

The partners and carers of older people will get appropriate advice and support when they need it.  


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE HAVE GOOD HEALTH

In Calderdale where you live can have an impact on your health.  If you live in certain neighbourhoods you will, on average, spend more of your life with a disability and die 9 years earlier than people living in the richest neighbourhoods.

As we start to choose healthier lifestyles we will reduce the rate of early deaths and illness in Calderdale.  Fewer people will smoke, drink too much alcohol and more people will eat healthily.  When we do this there will be less risk of developing cancer, diabetes or cardiovascular diseases, fewer heart attacks and less people going to hospital for alcohol related issues.

 As a result of changing lifestyles and tackling housing, income levels and other factors, people in the poorest neighbourhoods will live longer without disabilities and longer overall bringer them more in line with the richest neighbourhoods.


Calderdale is a place where PEOPLE’S housing needs are met

There is less money available to develop affordable housing and there are low levels of private development.  As a result, in order to meet the changing housing needs of Calderdale’s current and future residents, new homes will have to be designed to meet community need or existing homes adapted.  

This will mean that people should be able to remain in their home as they get older or if they become disabled.

People will be able to live in energy efficient homes that are of a decent standard.

Any homes that are empty will be brought back into the housing market more quickly.

Housing support will be designed to meet needs of the most vulnerable people such as the homeless, older people, and those with mental health problems


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE THE ENVIRONMENT IS IMPROVED THROUGH THE PREVENTION OF, AND REDUCTION IN, WASTE

As the financial and environmental costs of removing and disposing of waste increase, Calderdale will reduce the amount of waste going to landfill and will re-use and recycle more.  
Householders will be encouraged and supported to use improved recycling facilities, which will lead to a positive approach towards reducing waste and recycling.  Businesses will be able to use a waste collection service which will be regular and efficient. They will benefit from lower waste disposal costs and a better environmental image. 
The Council and residents will benefit as there will be less likelihood of paying landfill charges.  Improved waste disposal and an emphasis on waste reduction, re-use and recycling will reduce waste going to landfill, lessening the damage on the environment and reducing CO2 and methane emissions.  

Calderdale is A place where Children Are Safe happy confident and ready for school 
The number of children aged between 0-4 years old will increase across Calderdale. Working with children and families early on life will bring about less infant deaths and help more mothers breastfeed their babies. 

Action will be taken to support the health and well being of children from early childhood. This will ensure that children at reception age are not obese, and have better oral health by the time they get to 5 years old. There will also be fewer children living in homes where there is domestic abuse. This means that more children will enter school feeling safe, healthy, happy, confident and ready to learn.

Schools will put the right support in place to allow a child to reach their full potential. This in turn will have a positive effect on reducing inequalities and promoting health and well being. 


CALDERDALE IS A PLACE WHERE THE HARM CAUSED BY SUBSTANCE MISUSE IS REDUCED

Calderdale has a higher than average hospital admission rate of adults and young people from alcohol related harm. The cost of these admissions can be as much as £6 million each year.  To add to this there are on average 1,198 people who are regular drug users.

Alcohol misuse in young adults makes them more likely to commit offences, become victims of violence and sexual assault which can affect them for life. Reducing substance misuse in the local area will result in fewer hospital admissions, improved health and less alcohol and drug related crime and anti-social behaviour.  

More people will lead healthier lifestyles, with a responsible attitude to alcohol and free from drugs and tobacco.  People will be able to remain in jobs and will have less time off work, meaning productivity in the workplace will increase.  There will be fewer problems in families caused by drugs and alcohol and as a result family breakdowns will happen less often.   Overall demand on services will be reduced.    

Calderdale is a place where children and young people are ready for life

Some children and young people from low income families living in areas considered deprived may not have the same opportunities or experiences as other children in Calderdale. This can have a serious effect on the opportunities available to them later in life.
Education is a way of improving chances.  If children across Calderdale are able to achieve similar results it will show that that all young people are participating successfully in education. This is particularly important for the very young and those at 18. 

Children, young people and their families will be supported early so that their homes and local communities are safe.  This will reduce the risk of harm when they are teenagers.

By supporting and guiding young people to understand what they need in order to help them through life, there will be better health, education and job outcomes for them as they grow up and become adults in Calderdale.

REPLY FORM

	NAME:
	

	ORGANISATION:
	


Please rank the top five priority outcomes that you would like to appear in the Wellbeing Strategy from the list below. Please type in numbers 1 – 5 in the corresponding boxes, 1 being the outcome you would most like to see in the strategy. 
	OUTCOME


	RANK

(1-5)

	Calderdale is a place where people are active 


	

	Calderdale is a place with a balanced and dynamic local economy


	

	Calderdale is a place where fewer children under the age of 5 live in, and are born into, poverty
	

	Calderdale is a place where everyone has a sense of pride and belonging based on mutual respect
	

	Calderdale is a low crime area 


	

	Calderdale is a place where domestic abuse is not tolerated


	

	Calderdale is an energy conscious place

	

	Calderdale is a place where people can afford to keep their homes warm


	

	Calderdale is a place where older people live fulfilling and independent lives


	

	Calderdale is a place where people have good health


	

	Calderdale is a place where children and young people are ready for life


	

	Calderdale is a place where peoples’ housing needs are met


	

	Calderdale is a place where the environment is improved through the prevention of, and reduction in, waste
	

	Calderdale is a place where children are safe happy confident and ready for school
	

	Calderdale is a place where the harm caused by substance misuse is reduced
	


If you wish to make any comments please do so in the space below:

	


Please save a copy of the Reply Form with your ranked preferences, and submit this by Monday 9th January 2012 by email to partnerships@calderdale.gov.uk, or by post to the Partnership Support Team, 2nd Floor Westgate House, Westgate, Halifax, HX1 1PS.

