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Introduction

The attached pages provide a summary of the policy announcements by the Government from 31st July up to, and including, 13th August.  It is the intention to provide further updates of the latest policy developments.  

At the back of Policy Briefing No 1 you will find a summary of the Coalition programme, published on 20th May, and a list of the Bills announced in the Queens Speech on 25th May, including their main elements, focusing on legislation which is of particular interest to the Council and its partners.
All previous policy briefings can be accessed electronically via the Calderdale Forward website (www.calderdaleforward.org.uk). If you require paper copies please contact the Partnership Support Team. 

This briefing has been compiled by the Partnership Support Team and is provided as background and support.  

Alan Duncan (01422 392207) alan.duncan@calderdale.gov.uk
Sheron Hobson (01422 393199) sheron.hobson@calderdale.gov.uk
Rachel Stewart (01422 393032) rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk 
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Big Society and Governance Issues
· Big Society
Employee led trailblazers announced

The Minister for the Cabinet Office, Francis Maude, has announced the first wave of pathfinder mutuals, to be run by entrepreneurial public sector staff, wanting to take control of their services. The pathfinders will be supported by expert mentors from some of the country's most successful businesses and leaders in employee ownership models.
Link:
Francis Maude Launches Pathfinder Mutuals (12 August)
Commission for Rural Communities: Contributing to the Big Society - Call for evidence 
This call for evidence seeks views from rural communities and organisations that have already embraced the Big Society approach to identifying and tackling their needs. It will inform a report about the effect of the economic climate and current and planned changes in public spending on civic society organisations working with rural communities.
The consultation closes on the 13th September. 

Link: 
Contributing to the ‘Big Society’ – call for evidence (6 August)
· Changes to structures of regional and national bodies

Government plans to disband the Audit Commission

Communities and Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles announced plans to disband the Audit Commission and to set up an audit framework that will enable local people to hold councils and local public bodies to account for local spending decisions. The Commission’s current role in undertaking local audit and inspections as well as research activities will cease and the audit function will be moved into the private sector allowing council’s to appoint independent external auditors from a more competitive open market. The Government aims to introduce the new audit systems covering police, health and local government from 2012/13, with the necessary legislation being sought in this Parliamentary session.

Links:
Eric Pickles to disband Audit Commission in new era of town hall transparency 

(13 August)
Statement on the future of the Commission (13 August)

· “Your Freedom” and Transparency Agenda
Local Government Minister abolishes Place Survey
The Place Survey, one of the largest surveys in Europe carried out by local authorities, has been scrapped by Local Government Minister Grant Shapps to prevent cash being diverted from vital public services. Introduced in 2008, the Place Survey is a postal survey conducted by every council in England. It involves asking questions of over half a million residents and is estimated to cost more than £5 million to run. Results have been fed back to central Government and used to measure councils' performance on a range of centrally-imposed targets.

Link: 
Grant Shapps scraps 'cosmetic' £5 million Town Hall surveys (10 August)
Free access to national mapping data

A new Public Sector Mapping Agreement will enable free access for public sector bodies to all national mapping data from April 2011. Improvements in the Ordnance Survey's licensing framework will allow the public sector to use the data, and data derived from it, to deliver or support any public sector activity, including where these are delivered in collaboration with contractors, third sector bodies or the public.
Link:
New era of open government will drive innovation in public services (5th August)
Making it easier to organise community events

The Government is working to agree a consistent approach for councils to follow in relation to their regulating of public events such as street parties and fetes.  Councils currently charge different fees and use a number of conflicting regulations, which can present barriers and confusion for small voluntary groups. Guidance for councils will include a requirement to make the process of organising public events more transparent, with consistent information about some of the barriers such as road closures, health and safety requirements, public liability insurance and licensing restrictions.

Link:
Cutting red tape for summer fetes (1st August)
Use of Resources

· Government spending

Topshop boss, Sir Philip Green, to review government spending
The prime minister has enlisted Sir Philip Green, who runs the UK’s largest privately family owned clothing retailer Arcadia Group, to lead an external review of government spending. The remit is to scrutinise government spending in the last three years to identify inefficiencies and potential savings, and to look at where lessons can be learned for the future. He will then report back in September, ahead of the Spending Review.
Link:
Sir Philip Green to lead Government Efficiency Review (13 August)

The Secretary of State turns the spotlight on his Department’s spending

The Department for Communities and Local Government has listed every item of Departmental spending on goods and services over £500 in 2009/10 online, allowing the public to see what was purchased, for how much and from whom.
Link: 
Eric Pickles: Blazing a trail on spending transparency (12 August)
· Lobbying by local authorities

New Guidance on the retention and use of lobbying companies

The Government has announced plans to prevent the use of private lobbying companies by local authorities for the purpose of lobbying to persuade the public or Government to take a particular view on specific policies. Subject to consultation, stronger guidance is to be included in an updated code of recommended practice, The Local Authority Publicity Code, which guards against campaigning with public funds.
Link:
New measures to stop 'lobbying on rates' (5th August)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Economy and Business

· Business and Enterprise
Consultation on the Future of the Right to Request Time to Train Policy
This consultation seeks views on the future of the ‘right to request time to train’ legislation and whether the right should be repealed, retained for large organisations or extended to small and medium-sized organisations, as planned.  The legal right to allow workers in businesses with more than 250 employees, to request time to take up relevant training came into effect from 6 April this year.
The consultation closes on the 15th September 2010.

Link:
Consultation on the future of the right to request time to train policy (11 August)
Changes to the way regulations are drawn up, introduced and implemented
Business Secretary, Vince Cable, announces a package of measures to cut unnecessary red tape. From 1 September, a groundbreaking new One-in, One-out system will begin.  One-in, One-out is a regulatory management system, whereby any new regulatory cost is compensated by cuts to the cost of old laws. Ministers seeking to introduce new regulations which impose costs on business or the third sector will have to identify current regulations with an equivalent value that can be removed.
This is part of a drive to reduce the cost of red tape, which also includes the Your Freedom website.
Link:
New rules to hand over powers to individuals and companies by cutting red tape and bureaucracy (5 August)

Environment
· General
Cutting red tape for greener developments
Developers will find it easier to make their building projects greener as Communities Secretary Eric Pickles announced government action to shorten and simplify environmental regulations. Councils and businesses will benefit from a simpler system for assessing the impact of development on the local environment, and will avoid unnecessary repetition of work during the planning process for multi-stage projects, saving over £200m a year. New proposals published for consultation today will revoke four sets of rules about Environmental Impact Assessments, and replace them with one streamlined and user-friendly set of regulations. The complex guidance for carrying out assessments will also be scrapped and replaced so it is clear and concise, ensuring developers can easily measure and minimise any negative effects their projects will have on the environment.

Link: 
Cutting red tape to give a green light for greener development (9 August)
· Energy Usage and Climate Change

50 days for businesses to register with carbon cutting scheme
Greg Barker, Energy and Climate Change Minister, is calling on organisations to register for the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRC). The CRC requires large public and private sector organisations to register with the Environment Agency by 30th September 2010.
Link:
50 days for businesses to register with carbon cutting scheme (11 August)
Unlocking local power: Huhne overturns ban on councils selling renewable energy

Energy Secretary, Chris Huhne, overturns law banning councils from selling renewable electricity. The ban on local authorities selling renewable electricity will end on 18 August. Chris Huhne wrote to all leaders and chief executives of local authorities urging them to take advantage and lead a local energy revolution.
Link: 
Huhne ends local authority power struggle (9 August)
· Housing
Council’s to get ‘New Homes Bonus’

The government is planning to give grants to councils in England for every newly-built home. Councils are being urged to enter into direct debate with the communities they serve about the benefits of building new homes in their area. The New Homes Bonus will mean more homes built where they are needed and is intended to reverse the decline in the number of homes being built. The scheme will mean that for six years the government will match the council tax raised on each new property. A consultation paper on the final scheme will be published following the spending review.
Links: 
More local homes means more rewards (9 August)
Extra funding for councils who go for growth now (9 August)
New National Home swop scheme

The Government is backing a new “freedom pass” which will enable social housing tenants in England to move home more easily. The announcement echoes recommendations on improving social housing mobility made by the National Housing Association in a report published on 4th August.

Links:
'Freedom pass' for tenants trapped in unsuitable homes (4 August)

Report of the Mobility Taskforce (4th August)
Safer and Stronger Communities
· Culture & Sport

Prime Minister pledges to make Britain top tourist destination

Mr Cameron said the income generated from the £115 billion-a-year tourism sector was “fundamental” to rebuilding the UK’s economy. He said that The Government was committed to building the strongest possible tourism strategy by the end of this year.

Link: 
Prime Minister’s Tourism speech (12 August)
· Crime and Disorder
National roll-out of child sex offender disclosure scheme

The Home Secretary Theresa May announced that the child sex offender disclosure scheme has been rolled out nationally. The scheme allows parents to ask police whether people with access to their family are sex offenders. 12 police force areas are currently covered and the remaining forces will come online by spring 2011.
Link:
Child protection scheme roll-out (02 August)
Children and Young People

· Education
New school projects given go ahead

Education Secretary, Michael Gove, today announced the go-ahead for a series of new school projects. 33 local authority sample schools and another 119 academies are intended to go ahead.
Link: 
Gove: BSF sample projects get go-ahead and further confirmation given to academies 

(6 August)

DfE Capital Review - Call for evidence

On 5 July the Secretary of State announced a review of all areas of the Department for Education's (DfE) capital spending. Its purpose is to change the way schools building is done so that waste (of both time and money) is eliminated as far as possible. This should significantly increase the amount and pace of improvement that can be achieved for any given level of spending, and in turn support the Government's ambitions to reduce the deficit.  This call for evidence seeks views on these proposals.

Link:
The Call for evidence consultation closes on the 17th September 2010 (6 August)
Independent Review of Early Years Foundation Stage launched
The Minister of State for Children and Families, Sarah Teather, has invited Dame Clare Tickell to conduct an independent review of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The review is looking at how best to protect young children's safety and welfare and support their development and learning.
Consultation closes on the 30 September 2010.

Link:
Tickell Review of the Early Years Foundation Stage – Call for Evidence (2 August)
Health and Older People
· NHS Information Strategy 
Review of main provider of information and analysis to NHS organisations
One of the UK’s main providers of information, analysis and targeted communications to health and social care organisations, Dr Foster Intelligence, is under review. This follows the recent White Paper 'Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS', which stated the Government’s commitment to the introduction of an NHS information revolution, providing patients with quality information and data on all aspects of healthcare. Dr Foster Intelligence offers comprehensive data to health and social care organisations to help them make better decisions about their budgets and patient care. The review will explore strategic options for the future of Dr Foster Intelligence. The Government will publish an information strategy paper in the autumn.

Link
Review of future of Dr Foster Intelligence (9 August)[image: image1][image: image2]
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