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Introduction

The attached pages provide a summary of the policy announcements by the Government from 3rd July up to, and including, 16th July.  A summary of previous announcements (up to July 3rd) can be found in Policy Briefing No 1.  It is the intention to provide further updates of the latest policy developments.  

At the back of Policy Briefing No 1 you will find a summary of the Coalition programme, published on 20th May, and a list of the Bills announced in the Queens Speech on 25th May, including their main elements, focusing on legislation which is of particular interest to the Council and its partners.
This briefing has been compiled by the Partnership Support Team and is provided as background and support.  

Alan Duncan (01422 392207) alan.duncan@calderdale.gov.uk
Sheron Hobson (01422 393199) sheron.hobson@calderdale.gov.uk
Rachel Stewart (01422 393032) Rachel.stewart@calderdale.gov.uk 
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Big Society and Governance Issues
· Structural Reform Plans

The Prime Minister has announced the introduction of structural reform plans which make departments accountable for the implementation of the reforms set out in the Coalition agreement. Below is a list of department SRPs published so far. The data will be presented in a single location in a more open format at a later date:

· Cabinet Office SRP (pdf, 218kb) 

· Department for Communities and Local Government SRP (pdf, 137kb) 

· Department for Culture, Media and Sport SRP (pdf, 167kb) 

· Department for Education SRP (pdf, 107kb) 

· Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs SRP (pdf, 98kb) 

· Department of Health SRP (pdf, 153kb) 

· Ministry of Justice SRP (pdf, 169kb) 

· Home Office SRP (pdf, 141kb) 
The plans are published in draft until the results of the Spending Review are known. When finalised, they will become part of each department’s business plan and will be updated annually.
Links: Structural reform plans announced (8 July)
New plan locks in radical decentralisation course (8 July)
Michael Gove invites the public to hold the Department for Education to account (13 July)
Home Office: Structural reform plan published (13 July)

Defra emphasises green thinking at the heart of economic recovery (16 July)

· Transparency Agenda
Council Job Vacancies are to be advertised on the internet
In a speech to the Local Government Association, Eric Pickles advised that Council’s should work toward publishing their job vacancies on-line, for the purpose of reduced advertising costs and increased transparency. On-line job advertisements will mean that unnecessary posts will be open to challenge from the public.
Link: Helping to end the Town Hall 'non-job'  (6th July)
Use of Resources

· Public Sector Spending
Spending Challenge Developments

The second phase of the ‘Spending Challenge’ has commenced, with Facebook providing a dedicated space on their site to enable users to come up with ideas on how to make savings in public spending.

The first phase was open to public sector workers to put forward their ideas for making efficiencies within the public service. The second phase will enable the public to do the same as well as being able to comment on the ideas put forward.
Link: Government announces partnership with Facebook (9th July)

Councillor Allowances

The Government is pledging greater openness and transparency on councillor allowances.  Local councillor allowances are a matter for local councils, and Ministers have no legal powers to intervene. But Ministers are calling on councillors to freeze their allowances in line with public sector workers.

The Government is pledging to require councils to publish allowances in an open and standardised format online, allowing for voluntary groups like theyworkforyou.com to 'mash up' the data and publish allowances, councillor by councillor, in one place.
Link: Time to stop the councillor pay hikes at time of public pay freeze (12th July)
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Environment
· Energy Usage and Climate change

Councils to be allowed to sell electricity

A ban on councils selling green electricity into the national grid is to be overturned.  The 1976 Local Government Act prevents councils from selling electricity from local wind turbines, or from anaerobic digestion. Climate Change Secretary Chris Huhne said, “I want to see this repealed and by the end of the year I hope local authorities will be able to sell electricity from renewables – generating revenue to help local services and keep Council Tax down. Local communities can truly benefit from the low-carbon transition.”
Link:  Huhne to overturn ban on councils selling green electricity (7th July)
· Waste

Consultation on revised EU Waste Directive

The consultation on the revised EU Waste Directive was launched on 8th July and includes proposals on: 

· A statutory target to recycle 50% of waste from households by 2020. 
· A statutory target to recover 70% of construction and demolition waste by 2020. 
· Setting up where practical separate collections for: waste paper; metal; plastic; and glass by 2015.

The consultation closes on 16 September 2010.

Link: Consultation launch on revised waste framework directive (8th July)
· Housing
Regional Strategies abolished

A written parliamentary statement confirmed that Regional Strategies are to be scrapped with immediate effect. The removal of the previous regional targets intended to build 3 million homes nationally by 2020, means that Towns and areas that were planning to make Green Belt cuts and reviews as a result, will now be able to decide themselves where new development is built.
Link: Regional Strategies abolished (6th July)
Safer and Stronger Communities
· Crime and Disorder

Ending violence against women
The Home Secretary says violence against women would be a priority for the government. She set out a commitment to continue funding the "no recourse to public funds" scheme and to more long-term, stable funding for rape crisis centres to support the many women who experience abuse.  A commitment was also made to responding in full to Baroness Stern’s independent review into the handling of rape complaints as part of the government’s work to tackle rape. 
The Home Office is to host a cross-government ministerial violence against women meeting to discuss a new approach to tackling this issue.

Link: Home Secretary commits to ending violence against women (16th July)
Children and Young People

· Education
Children with Special Educational Needs
The Children’s Minister announces that a Green Paper will be launched in the autumn to look at a wide range of issues for children with SEN and disabilities, including the transition beyond school.
Link: Next steps on special educational needs and disabilities (7th July)
Announcement of a review of Early Years Foundation stage

Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive of Action for Children, is to carry out a review of EYFS.  The Government wants to shift the focus to getting children ready for education and to increasing the attainment of children from deprived backgrounds.
The review will cover four main areas: 

· Scope of regulation – whether there should be one single framework for all Early Years providers. 

· Learning and development – looking at the latest evidence about children’s development and what is needed to give them the best start at school. 

· Assessment – whether young children’s development should be formally assessed at a certain age, and what this should cover. 

· Welfare – the minimum standards to keep children safe and support their healthy development. 

Link: Review of Early Years Foundation stage (6th July)

A final report is due in the spring of 2011, followed by a period of consultation before the proposed changes come into effect in September 2012.
Ending of Building Schools for the Future (BSF)

Announcement to Parliament about the implications of the closure of BSF, and the launch of a comprehensive Review of all capital investment in schools, early years, colleges and sixth forms to guide future spending decisions over the next Spending Review period (2011-12 to 2014-15).

Links: Major review of Building Schools for the Future – schools most in need targeted (5th July)
Overhaul to England's school building programme (14th July)

Further cuts in capital budget announced

Capital budget  cuts include: Co-location projects – cancelling projects where progress has not been satisfactory or is not good value for money; cancelling capital investment in school swimming pools; not funding pilot work on energy efficient schools in the CLG led eco-towns initiative; Harnessing Technology Grant – a further reduction to take this year’s funding down to £100m; allocations reduced by around £660,000 to the 76 LAs which were not included in early BSF waves and were therefore allocated £8m each to support projects to adapt premises for 14-19 diploma provision; not proceeding with plans to improve social work IT provision; reducing available funding from the Youth Capital fund by 50%.

Link: Department for Education addresses £1bn of unrealistic inherited spending commitments (July 5th)
Health and Older People
· Changes in the NHS
Future of Public Health
Health Secretary Andrew Lansley set out his vision for a new Public Health Service which focuses on behaviour change; and which goes beyond constraining the supply of illegal drugs, alcohol and tobacco, and begins to understand and influence the drivers of demand.

The framework of empowerment includes:

· A new responsibility deal between Government and business built on shared social responsibility and not state regulation; 

· A new ring-fenced public health budget; 

· A new ‘Health Premium’ to target public health resources towards the areas with the poorest health; 

· Clear outcomes and measures to judge progress alongside NHS and social care outcomes;

· An enhanced role for Public Health Directors so they have the resources and authority to improve the health of their communities; and

· A new Cabinet Sub-Committee on Public Health, chaired by the Health Secretary, to tackle the drivers of demand on the NHS.

A White Paper, to be published later this year, will set out in more detail how the Public Health Service will work.
Link: Health Secretary sets out future of public health (7th July)
Launch of the Health White Paper 
The Government launched its long term vision for the future of the NHS in the White Paper, ‘Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS’. 

Key points include:

· The government will devolve power and responsibility for commissioning services to GPs and practice teams working in consortia, and in partnership with local communities and local authorities. 

· Every GP will be a member of a 'shadow' consortium by 2011/12. 

· Consortia will start taking on duties from 2012/13 and full financial responsibility from April 2013. 

· Management allowances will be available to help fund commissioning. 

· An independent and accountable NHS commissioning board will allocate and account for NHS resources. 

· NHS commissioning board will calculate practice-level budgets and allocate these directly to consortia and will hold practices to account. 

· GP consortia will include an accountable officer. 

· Each consortium will hold its constituent practices to account. 

· GP consortia will agree local priorities each year, taking account of the NHS Outcomes Framework. 

· GPs will need to engage patients and the public in the commissioning process. 

· Over time the DoH will seek to establish a single GP contract and funding model. 

· PCTs and SHAs will be phased out. 
· PCT health improvement functions will be transferred to local authorities 

· Patients will be able to choose which GP practice they register with regardless of where they live. 

· The current performance regime will be replaced with separate frameworks for public health and social care. 

· A new NHS Outcomes Framework will provide the direction for the NHS. 

· The government will incentivise ways of improving access to primary care in disadvantaged area 
· At a national level HealthWatch England, a new independent consumer champion within the Care Quality Commission will be formed, and at a local level, Local Involvement Networks (LINks) will become the local HealthWatch, funded by and accountable to Local authorities.
Link: Liberating the NHS (12th July)

The launch of the White Paper marks the start of an extensive consultation that will take place over the coming weeks.  The Department of Health will shortly be publishing a number of consultation documents to seek views on more detailed proposals. 

A Public Health White Paper will follow in late 2010
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